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Participatory Forest Resource Conservation of Phonvixay Villagers,

Khong District, Champasak Province, Lao People’s Democratic Republic
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the research were to study forest treatment mechanisms in the past,
and to study a participatory forest resource conservation of Phonvixay Villagers, Khong district,
Champasak province, Lao people’s democratic republic. Key informants in Phonvixay village were
interviewed, including the content of analysis for qualitative data. A questionnaire was employed
to collect data from the samples, and the statistics of a percentage, a mean, and a standard of
deviation for data analysis.

It found that: 1) Most villagers were female, aged 31-40 years old, finished a secondary
level or an equivalence, being government officers or state enterprise, and earned monthly
income of 1,500,000 -3,000,000 kip. 2) Forest treatment mechanisms in the past were based on
superstitious beliefs as in making merit every Buddhist holy day to worship big trees, holding big

trees with red clothes for villagers’ peace of mind, cursing deforestation, and having a forest
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guard. 3) People’s participation in a forest resource conservation as a whole was at the high
level. In aspects: (1) Participation in getting benefits was at the high level as in getting higher
knowledge of forestry, protecting violent flash floods, having a long term use of forest resources.
(2) Participation in implementation was at the moderate level as in participating in reforestation
activities in national forest areas, in solving problems of forest resources conservation, and in
restoring forest resources. (3) Participation in evaluation was at the moderate level as in
monitoring officers’ performance, monitoring problem-solving, and evaluating forest resource and
environment conservation projects. (4) Participation in decision making was at the moderate level
as in introducing deforestation approaches in concession areas, the use of forest resources to
benefit, and the forest resources conservation approaches.

Keyword: Mechanism, Conservation, Participation, Forest Resources
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